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Foreword 


This short story has a form of reverse psychology similar to the 
one in the music track 'Ask' by The Smiths. The following 
message is conveyed in the song: 'If it's not love then it's the 
bomb that will bring us together. 


Nighttime editorial meeting 


Nadia Masters - Well, everyone is here. I called you all together 
at this late hour because Johnny Milan, a freelance journalist who 
also works for our newspaper, recently made me a proposal for 
the publication of a very special article. He had already 
approached other newspapers, larger ones, but they rejected his 
proposal, which caused him to physically collapse. It was only 
tonight that he had enough energy to leave his home and that's 
why he came to my place. Even though I can understand why the 
larger newspapers rejected his proposal, I have decided to do the 
opposite. "The Progressive" will undoubtedly receive a lot of 
negative publicity as a result, but I believe that my decision will 
pay off in the long term. 

What is it about? When the world became aware of the fact that it 
could destroy itself with nuclear weapons, it quickly became clear 
to people that this is where peace lies. No country will start a 
nuclear war because that country will also destroy itself. As many 
of you already know, this is the scenario of total mutual 
destruction. When Johnny watched Stanley Kubrick's 1964 film 
"Dr. Strangelove" a good year ago, the end of the film kept 
running through his mind. The end with an inevitable global 
nuclear war and the plan of high-ranking officials to attempt to 
survive underground. That plan was already impressive in its own 
way at the time, but now we are almost sixty years later and 
Johnny, like me, is convinced that with current technology, living 
in an underground city can make you forget that you still need 
the rest of the world. An underground city with all the existing 
luxury up to natural death. 

If you agree, each of you will be given a task by me that will be 
part of the article. Is there anyone who does not want to 
participate in an article about the possibility of a global nuclear 
war when the richest in collaboration with authorized personnel 
from the national security service have a secret underground city 
and also successfully make the world believe that the great 
powers are heading towards a large-scale nuclear conflict? 


No one. Good, then I'll start with Ivo. Look up how the rich 


occupy themselves with a luxurious doomsday bunker. There is a 
lot to be found about this since they don't hide it. There is a lot of 
luxury in those bunkers, but you cannot survive until natural 
death. That can be used as an introduction. An introduction that 
shows that the rich have no problem spending a lot of money on 
it. They reason according to the principle that the world can 
become even worse and more insane with suicide terrorism at the 
highest level, which could result in the destruction of the world. 
That gives them the right to defense, from which the increasingly 
better defense follows, which can reach a point where it is so 
good that one can launch an attack from that defense without 
being in the category of suicide terrorism, but rather in an inverse 
terrorist category. 

Kathleen, you can then work out the profile of the richest on 
earth who, with their vast amount of money, can even 
manipulate secret government operations to their advantage. You 
start with the fact that they have no problem with mass murder 
because they are used to it in a way that is still legal. They do not 
have to spend their vast amounts of money on poverty reduction, 
which would save many lives, but can keep it for themselves, 
which they do, even if it means letting many people die. 

I will also send you the link to an old translated article from The 
Standard, a Flemish newspaper. Johnny remembered it from his 
days as a foreign correspondent. If you combine that article with 
their profile on legal mass murder, one can know that a part of 
them is willing to kill the world population if they are convinced 
that their lifestyle will not suffer. According to the article, their 
lifestyle will only improve if they can lead a deep underground life 
comparable to their aboveground life. Although their living 
environment may become reduced to an underground city, it can 
lead to isolation, but according to the article, they are already 
accustomed to it and will have many fewer enemies when the 
vast majority of the world's population dies. The article also talks 
about how they constantly have to adapt to their enemies, both 
in small and large-scale criminal activities. 

When they approach very high-ranking military personnel who 
lead secret operations in secret locations that are inaccessible or 
off-limits to the public, they will be easily convinced that it is also 


about their survival. The reasoning used to be: We choose to 
have nuclear weapons too because if we don't, the crazies from 
the other superpower will use their nuclear weapons to destroy 
us. This has now become: We also choose to have an 
underground city because if we don't, the crazies from the other 
superpower, from their underground city, will also destroy us. 
Even if it means sacrificing their own people, as many crazy 
dictators have done throughout human history. 

Peter, you will find out who lives in such an underground city. Is 
there also a class system? If there is still a working class needed, 
will the richest people together with high-ranking national 
security personnel recruit people by kidnapping the rejects of 
society, those who are homeless and without family and friends, 
and give them training in the deep underground city? In that 
case, those ex-homeless people will quickly realize that they 
Cannot escape and that there are severe penalties for those who 
try. And if the death penalty applies if they refuse to do what 
they have been taught and ordered, one can conclude with 
reasonable certainty that the underground city will be fully 
operational fairly quickly. An underground city with a lot of 
military police in proportion to all other residents. 

Aaliyah, you will be in charge of the technological part. What does 
that underground city look like when people can live there in all 
existing luxuries until they die a natural death? You will work 
closely with Peter so that he can adjust his idea of the possible 
class system accordingly. 

What is certainly needed is the description of a YouTube clip 
entitled: "The artificial skylight that you won't believe isn't real" 
while we provide the link and show the clip on our website. 


It shows that lighting can be provided underground, making it 
indistinguishable from daylight on the surface of the earth. This 
makes a literal day and night difference in terms of how people 
immediately shy away when they imagine an underground life. 
You will work with three categories. 

First, recent technological inventions that are well-known, such as 
smartphones and ChatGpt. 

Second, recent technological inventions that are not so well- 
known, such as the artificial daylight I just mentioned. 

Third, possibly existing recent technological inventions that 
nobody knows about, and there are two good arguments for this. 
First, there are the big old industries that spread their tentacles 
all over the world and make inventions their property because 
they threaten their big and old industry. And they do so legally or 
even illegally, and once the threat is neutralized, they continue 
with their old and big industry out of convenience. 

Secondly, there is the government's Invention Secrecy Act, which 
determines that an invention can be declared forbidden because 
it poses a direct or indirect threat to society. I'm thinking of the 
replicator from Star Trek. We will also provide a description of a 
YouTube clip and the clip itself for those who don't know what it 


is. The clip is called "Star Trek Replicator." 


It's intended for a lot of progress and carries that within itself, 
but any ordinary citizen can also make an atomic bomb with it. 
That means that if someone or multiple people have already 
invented it, the government immediately removed it from 
circulation so that there is no press to report on it, and if there 
was any local news about it, it also automatically became folklore. 
These two pieces of information can be combined to suggest that 
the wealthiest people, in collaboration with high-ranking military 
officials, have access to inventions that the public has no 
knowledge of. For example, in that underground city, they would 
want to have access to the entire internet of data, and that may 
already be possible in a practical way by storing data in DNA. 
Here, too, we refer to a YouTube clip titled "How we can store 
digital data in DNA | Dina Zielinski." 


But even without these plausible inventions, we can already 
conclude that enormous amounts of money, in combination with 
existing technologies, both known and unknown, can result in an 
underground life with all existing luxuries until natural death. 

In addition, keep in mind that many technologies that exist today 
were recently deemed entirely impossible. 

Heidi, you will finally investigate how deep an underground city 
must be to avoid adverse effects from a nuclear impact and the 
accompanying radioactivity, based on the distance of the impact. 
The closer, the deeper, and vice versa. 

I will write the end of the article. We felt compelled to share this 
scenario because doing nothing felt like letting everything happen 
while an informed world can find a way to avoid this scenario 
when the population demands that no government has the right 
to places where citizens and the press have no access. 

So, you can get started. I'll give you two weeks, and anyone who 
has a useful addition can share it through our local news network 
so that we can all possibly make an even better contribution. 
That's it, see you in two weeks. 


Two weeks later 
Nadia Masters - We have all had two intense weeks, but as far as 
I'm concerned, they have been more than worth it. In a few 
minutes, the article will appear in our printed newspaper and 
online. Like you, I'm incredibly curious about how the public and 
the media will react. Due to the reality of the situation, I feel 
compelled to say that I hope for the best but expect the worst. 
In any case, you will receive two weeks of paid leave to recover, 
but I do hope that, as much as possible, you continue to follow 
the media and word on the street. Our strategy from now on will 
be one of listening rather than speaking. We'll need a period of 
slowness and thoughtfulness before we can pinpoint how we 
believe the world will continue. 
That being said, I ask you to raise your glass to an exceptional 
collaboration that has resulted in an article that may well have a 
prominent place in the history books. 


The President 
The President of the United States - I never could have imagined 
that my term would be marked by the largest protests in the 
history of mankind, not only here in the United States, but 
throughout the world, while just a week ago we were faced with 
the article from The Progressive. 
There is now no doubt that all governments must be completely 
transparent and therefore cannot have areas that are off-limits to 
the public. 
After lengthy and serious consideration with all my advisors, I 
have come to a decision that you will not like to hear. After 
consulting with all the other world powers, we have come to the 
conclusion that we cannot meet the world's demand, and it pains 
me to say this. We too possess certain things that cannot be 
publicly Known because it would lead to abuse on a global scale. I 
can assure you that progress brings with it a downside. The 
ordinary neighbor who can cause unimaginable damage to the 
world from his garage. That requires secret investigation on our 
part to stay ahead of such individuals and know what to watch 
out for in society. 
I know my message is not convincing, but the only alternative is 
a worldwide Big Brother world that invades every aspect of 
people's lives, even their bedrooms and toilets. I recommend the 
Brazilian Netflix series Onisciente if you haven't seen it yet. I 
have come to the conclusion with my advisors that the world does 
not want this and is not ready for it... 


Afterword 
And the global protest? 
It continued to persist but remained constantly unsuccessful. 
Both the population and the governments were not willing to step 
into the story of the other. 
Life was now as sung in Roadhouse Blues by The Doors. "The 
future's uncertain and the end is always near." 
But the bomb had brought people together, making the world 
look a little better every day. 
The virus of life, specifically the will to live, had struck. Everyone 
recognized their common enemy in themselves and in others, 
which strengthened the collective will to live and created a sense 
of connectedness. 
This novella is dedicated to Burden in my hand by Soundgarden. 


David Guilliams 


